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WHAT CAN I  EXPECT  WHEN MY CHILD IS  LOCKED UP?

I S  M Y  C H I L D  G O I N G  T O  H A V E  T O  M I S S  S C H O O L ? 

When your child enters the juvenile jusƟ ce system, the facility responsible for overseeing him 
or her is legally responsible for enrolling your child in school (within the facility) by your child’s 
fi rst school day. 

I S  M Y  C H I L D ’ S  E D U C A T I O N  G O I N G  T O 
B E  C O M P R O M I S E D ? 

EducaƟ on services within Texas juvenile correcƟ onal faciliƟ es 
are regulated by the Texas EducaƟ on Agency.  This agency 
oversees all public schools outside of the correcƟ onal system 
and requires ALL correcƟ onal faciliƟ es to comply with its 
standards.  Your child’s progress while in a correcƟ onal 
facility should transfer to his or her regular school when he 
or she returns to the community.

W H AT  T Y P E  O F  T R E AT M E N T  W I L L  M Y  C H I L D  B E  R E C E I V I N G  W H I L E  LO C K E D  U P ? 

The type of treatment your child receives varies according to the type(s) of problems he or she may have upon 
entering the system.  Upon being admiƩ ed to a facility, your child will be assessed for various issues, such as:

 Risk to re-off end    Substance abuse 
 Medical problems  EducaƟ onal needs 
 Mental health issues   History of sexual off enses 

It is VERY IMPORTANT to include yourself in your child’s treatment plan.  By becoming involved, you can 
understand what treatment your child is receiving, who is delivering the treatment, and the progress your child 
is making while under the system’s care.  AŌ er your child’s fi rst two weeks in the system, ask to see his or her 
treatment plan, and let your child’s caseworker (a.k.a. social worker) know that you want to be involved. 

W H A T  I F  M Y  C H I L D  H A S  C O M P L A I N T S ? 

Every secure correcƟ onal facility has its own policy and procedures for handling grievances.  These policies are 
required to be made available to both you and your child.  A grievance made by a system-involved youth can 
range from something minor, such as not having adequate school supplies, to something major, such as an 
accusaƟ on of abuse.  AccusaƟ ons of abuse, neglect, or exploitaƟ on are very serious and you should immediately 
follow the procedure(s) in your family handbook or contact the chief juvenile probaƟ on offi  cer of your child’s 
department. 

A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

If you have addiƟ onal quesƟ ons about what to expect while your child is locked up, please contact our 
organizaƟ on so that we may assist you.
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