HEAR EROM HER

| would estimate that well over The lack of approved physical The incarceration of women
Q0% of the women | knew in confact in prison Is very makes virtual orphans of
1DCJ had experienced some damaging fo women, 'housands upon fhousands of
‘orm of frauma, whether it was specifically. | understand the children. Like I or nof, a vast
domeslic violence, sexudl planker pronibition and fthat fhe majorify of women who are
assaulr as a child or adulf — or orisons are — af least ostensibly incarcerared are mofhers, ano
pbofn. For fhese women fhe — frying o reduce cases of Fis all foo common for their
very environment and culfure sexual assaulr, | support them in children fo have nowhere o
N prison is fraumatic, daily. 'hal goal. Bur | also believe that go. Wherever fhose children
Ihe guards scream af you. women need physical contact ive, they are much more likely
The dorms are deafeningly ‘or our emotional healfh. Being ‘0 have emofional or
loud. There are ways you can able to hold hands as you pray, benavioral problems, and all

00 Offen they are part of the
school-fo-prison pipeline.

respond fo fhis frauma, our if
never really goes away.

or giving @ hug af fhe end of ©
class, Is so Important.

| volunteer with a local organization, Truth Be Told, and in thar capacity |
have writfen a curriculum for a class that helps prepare the women for
reenfry. | have facllifared this class af the Locknhart Correctional
~acllity since 2017/, This work Is some of the most salisfying | have ever
done. | was also a part of the Dignity campaign in the 2019 legislafive
session, which successiully passed eignf women's jusfice bills.

whnart are you looking forward fo
MOoSt IN the furure’”

Watching my grandchildren grow into the amazing adults
they re on their way to becoming, and experiencing with

them the magie of life. Growing old with my wife. Simple
things, mostly. In many ways the future has become a seary
place. 1 worry about what kind of world m{ ?randchildren

will inherit. So 1 will do evervthing I possibly can to make
sure that we make it the right world.

For more information about women in Texas' justice system, visit
TexasCJC.org/ Womens-Justice



https://www.texascjc.org/womens-justice

