HEAR FROM HER
Karen Ke

My original senfence was 10

Jears probation, however | was when | walked into prison for Ihe first ime sfudenrs | had
revoked and sent fo prison on he first time, | was certain that worked with graduated with fheir
a /-year sentence for non- place was filled with really bao GEDs, | was so proud of each
payment of restirution. heople. | wasn't a bad person; [l ON€ of Ihem. Before hey began
| was a good person who herr fest, | rememoer felling fhem
Revoking my probation for non- made a bad decision. What | [l would [ake a sex case and hug
payment, then requinng me o learned while incarcerated was each one of hem I fhey
sfill pay restitution as part of my har there were many gooa graduared. | did hug each one
parole, didn't make sense. Had | people in prison who made and fhankfully never caught o
been employable af the fime | bad decisions or maybe they case for it waiching these
was revoked, | could have paid just made the besf decision wormnen bloom, find seli-esfeem

¢ unadersfand fherr frue yolue
was an awesome experience.

'he reshifulion, buf INslead

'hey could ar that ime.
| had fo check a box,

When you walk out of prison with $100 and are expected fo start life over, if's
difficulr. When you know what you are capable of and no one seems o care
or give you a second chance, if's demeaning. 500+ job applicafions and nof
one call, If jusf aboul breaks you when part of your parole sfipulations are you

must be employed. Living In fransifional housing because your choices have
COSI you everything brings new meaning o starting over.

whnar do you fhink can pe done fo prevent women
rTom enfering the CJ system in fhe first place’

Diversion, diversion, diversion - it is imperative to keeping women at home,
allowing them to continue being parents to their children. Services outside the
judicial system for addiction and mental health will divert many from ever
entering the system.

My personal journey into prison cost me everythin§ I value most — my 3 children
and 3 grandchildren. The system does not just send a person to prison, it tears a

family apart - sometimes permanently, and there are no services to reunite those
families once a sentence is completed. For many of us, our families are lost to us.

For more information about women in Texas' criminal justice system, visit
TexasCJC.org/ Womens-Justice




